The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals

ANNOUNCEMENT

ACVREP Announces Termination of Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (CVRT) Category 3 
Certification Eligibility Criteria 

March 5, 2010

Tucson, Arizona. The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) announces the termination of Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (CVRT) Category 3 certification eligibility criteria.  The termination of CVRT Category 3 certification eligibility criteria will take effect on September 1, 2010. Individuals may apply for CVRT certification under Category 3 eligibility criteria until August 31, 2010 (postmark deadline).  
Rational for the Termination of CVRT Category 3 Certification Eligibility Criteria 
Regarding the termination of Category 3 within the current ACVREP certification eligibility criteria for the CVRT program, industry standards state, “To avoid conflicts of interest between certification and education functions, the certification agency must not also be responsible for accreditation or training programs or courses of study leading to the certification.” While ACVREP CE approval process does not serve as an accreditation program, decisions do yield a similar result. In essence, ACVREP does approve CE activities, which are currently utilized by CVRT candidates applying for certification eligibility under Category 3.  

By terminating Category 3, ACVREP effectively places itself in a stronger position to avoid any real or perceived conflicts of interest and enhances the reputation of its certification programs.     

In relation to the termination of Category 3 within the current ACVREP certification eligibility criteria for the CVRT program, industry standards state, “To avoid conflicts of interest between certification and education functions, the certification agency must not also be responsible for accreditation or training programs or courses of study leading to the certification.” While ACVREP CE approval process does not serve as an accreditation program, decisions do yield a similar result. In essence, ACVREP does approve CE activities, which are currently utilized by CVRT candidates applying for certification eligibility under Category 3.  

By terminating CVRT Category 3 certification eligibility criteria, ACVREP effectively places itself in a stronger position to avoid any real or perceived conflicts of interest and enhances the reputation of its certification programs.     

Impact
With the termination of Category 3 within the current ACVREP certification eligibility criteria for the CVRT program, ACVREP will no longer recognize the use of ACVREP approved continuing education (CE) activities to fulfill requirements for initial certification.  Thus, only coursework from accredited universities and colleges will be used to fulfill certification eligibility requirements.  CVRT Category 1 and 2 certification eligibility criteria remain as currently stated and are not impacted by the termination of Category 3 certification eligibility criteria. 
Questions and Answers

1. If I have already submitted for CVRT eligibility under Category 3, will this decision impact my application?

Answer: 
 

No, the Board’s decision does not impact applications for eligibility under Category 3 submitted to ACVREP currently under review. 

2. If I want to apply for CVRT eligibility under Category 3, by what date must I submit my application?   
Answer: 
 

In order to be considered for CVRT eligibility under Category 3, CVRT applicants must submit the CVRT eligibility application to ACVREP headquarters by August 31, 2010 (postmark deadline).  Any application submitted for eligibility under Category 3 with a postmark after the August 31, 2010 deadline will not be reviewed and/or considered by the CVRT Certification Committee. 

If you have any questions regarding the termination of CVRT category 3 certification eligibility criteria, please contact Garett A. Holm at 520.887.6816 (ext. 223) or at gholm@acvrep.org. 
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