The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals

ANNOUNCEMENT

ACVREP Releases Proposed Policy Revisions 

Relative to Certification Eligibility Criteria for Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapists (CVRT®) for 

Public Review and Comment
October 20, 2010
Request for Public Comment
Comments from ACVREP stakeholders and the general public will be accepted until November 22, 2010 at 5:00 PM (PST). Please submit all comments regarding this matter directly to Garett A. Holm at gholm@acvrep.org or at:
ACVREP

C/o Office of the President
3333 N. Campbell Avenue, Suite 2  

Tucson, AZ 85719
According to ACVREP policy, all comments will be reviewed and considered by the ACVREP Board of Directors prior to taking action on this matter. 
Tucson, Arizona. The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) announces the release of proposed revisions to certification program eligibility criteria for public review and comment. Proposal policy revisions specifically impact the Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (CVRT) program. 
Scope of Proposed Policy Revision
1. CVRT® Category 1 Eligibility Criteria remains as currently stated. 

2. The inclusion of certification preparation programs as provided by accredited universities or colleges under proposed CVRT® Category 2 Eligibility Criteria.
3. Proposed CVRT® Category 2 Eligibility Criteria is aligned with current COMS® Category 2 eligibility criteria. 
Reasons for Proposed Policy Revision 

After review of current ACVREP certification eligibility criteria, it is acknowledged that ACVREP has historically recognized applicants for certification who have completed a degree program and applicants who have completed a certification preparation program through separate Category Eligibility Criteria (i.e. COMS® Category 1 and Category 2 Eligibility Criteria). The proposed CVRT® Category 2 Eligibility Criteria effectively maintains this historical structure, while appropriately recognizing the variety of university/college academic programs and options available to students relative to professional education and training in vision rehabilitation therapy.
Proposed Policy Language
Category 1:
Remains as currently stated in policy. 
Category 2:


Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination:

For U.S. Candidates

· Proof of a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited university or college in any field of study and proof of completion of an Vision Rehabilitation Therapy certification preparation program from an accredited university or college that meets the following 16 core domain areas:
1. Knowledge of the Blindness System

2. Medical Aspects of Blindness and Low Vision

3. Professionalism and Practice Methods

4. Personal Management

5. Home Management

6. Communication Systems

7. Braille and Other Tactual Systems

8. Adaptive Computer Technology

9. Recreation and Leisure

10. Aging and Vision Loss

11. Deaf-Blindness

12. Teaching and Learning Strategies

13. Psychosocial Aspects of Blindness and Vision Loss

14. Individuals who are Blind or Visually Impaired with Additional Disabilities

15. Research

16. Orientation and Mobility

For Non-U.S. Candidates

· Proof of a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent, as verified by an independent credentialing body) or post-secondary diploma from an accredited university or college in any field of study and proof of completion of an Vision Rehabilitation Therapy certification preparation program from an accredited university or college that meets the following 16 core domain areas:
1. Knowledge of the Blindness System

2. Medical Aspects of Blindness and Low Vision

3. Professionalism and Practice Methods

4. Personal Management

5. Home Management

6. Communication Systems

7. Braille and Other Tactual Systems

8. Adaptive Computer Technology

9. Recreation and Leisure

10. Aging and Vision Loss

11. Deaf-Blindness

12. Teaching and Learning Strategies

13. Psychosocial Aspects of Blindness and Vision Loss

14. Individuals who are Blind or Visually Impaired with Additional Disabilities

15. Research

16. Orientation and Mobility

Supporting documentation required (for U.S. and Non-U.S. Candidates):  

1. Official transcripts documenting degree and the completion of the certification preparation program of study in Vision Rehabilitation Therapy.

2. Completion of the VRT Core Domain Area Chart, demonstrating where each core domain has been met in their coursework (include course numbers and titles); and course catalogue descriptions or course syllabi. 
Please note:  The applicant may meet a maximum of two of the 16 core domain areas through alternative learning activities (e.g., continuing education courses).  

3. VRT Alternative Learning Approval Form.  The applicant needs to complete this form and submit it with the eligibility application. 
For All Candidates

· In conjunction with the university program, successful completion of 350 hours of “discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc.”  The practice must be supervised by a Certified Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (CVRT®).  

Supporting documentation required:  

1. Clinical Competency Evaluation Form completed and signed by the CVRT practice supervisor.

Please note: Applicants completing multiple internships in order to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements must submit a Clinical Competency Evaluation Form for all internships completed, signed by the CVRT practice supervisor(s).

2.   If the CVRT practice supervisor is offsite, the “CVRT Off-Site Supervision Contract” must also be completed, signed by the off-site CVRT supervisor, the on site VRT supervisor, and CVRT applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice taking place.  

· Sign the Statement of Endorsement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards and the Statement of Integrity.

Eligibility for ACVREP CVRT® certification:

1. Pass the CVRT certification exam demonstrating knowledge of VRT principles and applications.
2. Approval by the ACVREP Board of Directors.
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