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April 27, 2010

Tucson, Arizona.
The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) announces new online system for the registration, scheduling, and administration of ACVREP’s certification examinations. The implementation date of the new online testing system is June 1, 2010. 
With the implementation of ACVREP’s online testing system, additional benefits to individual candidates taking the certification exam include, but are not limited to:

· The ability to self-register and schedule the certification exam online once an individual candidate is declared eligible.

· The ability for the individual candidate to contact third party technical assistance if necessary to support the registration and scheduling process. 
· The advantage of saving time during the exam scheduling process, as there is no longer the need for ACVREP to coordinate the administration of the certification exam between the individual candidate and the testing site.

· The advantage of receiving exam results immediately after completing the certification exam. Under ACVREP’s current policies and procedures, it may take up to three (3) weeks for an individual candidate to receive exam results after completing the certification exam. 

· The convenience of not having to pay separate registration and proctor fees. 

From an organizational perspective, the online testing system offers many additional benefits:

· Increased test security.

· Increased accessibility of ACVREP’s certification exams. 

· Additional testing centers available to those taking an ACVREP certification exam.

· Providing additional technical support to candidates taking an ACVREP certification exam during the registration and scheduling process. 

With the implementation of the new online testing system, the Certification Examination Registration Fee for the Low Vision Therapist (LVT) Certification Exam, Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialist Certification Exam, and the Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (VRT) Certification Exam will increase to $375.00 (USD). The adjusted Certification Examination Registration Fee will apply to those individual applicants who submit the Eligibility Application for certification after the May 31, 2010 postmark deadline.        

The Certification Examination Registration Fee of $375.00 will cover:

· In accordance with current ACVREP policy, up to two (2) administrations of the applicable certification exam; and

· All proctor fees associated with the administration of the certification exam.  
Questions and Answers
1. If I already submitted my Eligibility Application to ACVREP prior to the May 31, 2010 postmark deadline, do I have to pay the adjusted fee of $375.00?
Answer:

No. Only those individuals who submit their Eligibility Application after the May 31, 2010 postmark deadline will have to pay the $375.00 Certification Examination Registration fee. 
If you are declared eligible to sit for the exam prior to the implementation of the new online testing format (June 1, 2010), ACVREP will utilize the current Certification Exam Registration Form to coordinate and administer the current paper-based exam format. You will also be responsible for all proctor-related fees as per current policy. 

If you are declared eligible to sit for the exam after the implementation of the new online format, ACVREP will utilize the new online exam format to coordinate and administer your exam.

The date of declared eligibility is based on the date stamp of the notice of eligibility (with the attached applicable Certification Exam Registration Form) sent by ACVREP to the candidate via e-mail. 
2. If I already submitted my Certification Exam Registration with the current $250.00 fee, can I wait to take the certification exam online? 

Answer:

No. For those individual candidates who have already submitted the Certification Exam Registration Form with payment of the current $250.00 fee, ACVREP will coordinate (date, time, and testing site) the current paper-based exam format in accordance with the Certification Exam Registration Form. As per current policy, you will also be responsible for all proctor-related fees. 
3. I already submitted my Certification Exam Registration with the current $250.00 fee and did not pass the certification exam on my first attempt. I plan on not sitting for the certification exam again until after the implementation date of the new online format on June 1, 2010.  Understanding that the Certification Exam Registration fee covers up to two attempts of the certification examination, may I take my second attempt of the Certification on the new online format? 

Answer: 

If you have not submitted the Certification Examination Form for your second attempt, then you may wait to take your second attempt on the new online format once implemented. However, the candidate must understand that such action may delay the administration of the exam.
If you have already submitted the Certification Exam Registration Form for the second administration of the exam, ACVREP will coordinate (date, time, and testing site) the current exam format (paper) in accordance with the Certification Exam Registration Form.

4. Is ACVREP increasing any other certification or recertification based fees?
Answer: 

No. All other certification and recertification based fees remain as they are currently stated. To learn more about certification or recertification based fees, please visit the ACVREP website at www.acvrep.org.

5. When will ACVREP post materials (i.e. Certification Handbooks, Eligibility Applications, etc.) reflecting the new online testing format on its website?   
Answer: 

To avoid confusion associated with having multiple editions of the same materials on the ACVREP website, ACVREP will post updated materials approximately two (2) weeks prior to the implementation of the online testing system. If you have any questions regarding the new online format, please contact either Garett A. Holm at gholm@acvrep.org or 520.887.6816 (ext. 223) or Jessica Trevino at jessica.trevino@acvrep.org or 520.887.6816 (ext. 222) 

If you have any questions or comments regarding the content of this announcement, please contact Garett A. Holm, President at gholm@acvrep.org or 520.887.6816 (extension 223).  
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