The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals

ANNOUNCEMENT

ACVREP Releases Notice of Deadline Termination for Certified Low Vision Therapist (CLVT) Category 3 Certification Eligibility Criteria
October 26, 2009

Tucson, Arizona. The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) announces notice of deadline termination for Category 3 Certification Eligibility Criteria for its Certified Low Vision Therapist Program.  
Scope of CLVT Category 3 Deadline Termination
1. After March 1, 2010, ACVREP will no longer accept applications for CLVT candidacy under Category 3 certification eligibility criteria.  This date allows all Category 3 applications to be reviewed and acted upon prior to the June 1, 2010 Board review cycle. 
Reasons for CLVT Category 3 Deadline Termination 

The CLVT Category 3 certification eligibility criteria was first established to allow applications for CLVT candidacy from individuals who have been practicing in the field for a number of years, yet lacked the formal education, training and/or supervised internship hours to qualify for ACVREP certification under certification eligibility Categories 1 or 2. The provision allowed individuals the opportunity to demonstrate their qualifications to sit for the CLVT Certification Exam by using a combination of professional experience, observation of clinical practice by a CLVT, and case study performance.  
The Category 3 provision when first established carried a specified timeframe for implementation, after which, the provision would be effectively terminated.  That timeframe has expired and been extended several times by the ACVREP Board of Directors in response to needs expressed by ACVREP stakeholders. After a recent analysis of the Category 3 provision, it was determined by the ACVREP Board of Directors that the intent of the provision has effectively been met.  Due to the fact that Category 3 within the CLVT certification eligibility criteria was established with a effective termination date and was not meant to be a permanent eligibility category, the Board’s decision to terminate Category 3 does not constitute a change in certification eligibility policy.  Therefore, public review and comment will not be facilitated in this matter.    

Proposed Policy Language
CATEGORY 1 (GRADUATES OF LOW VISION PROGRAMS) 
Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination:

· Proof of a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university (or foreign equivalent, as verified through an independent credential evaluation company), with a specialization (major/degree) in low vision therapy. This degree should be granted from a university or college with a program of study in low vision that meets the low vision therapy core domain areas (see Appendix A). 

Supporting documentation required: Official transcripts documenting the degree. 
· In conjunction with the university, successful completion of 350 hours of “discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc.” The practice must be supervised by a CLVT and a physician (OD or MD) practicing in low vision. The CLVT supervisor may be offsite. 

Supporting documentation required: 
1. A “Clinical Competency Evaluation Form” must be completed by both the CLVT and OD/MD (see Appendix B). Please note: For applicants completing more than one internship, to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements, please submit “Clinical Competency Evaluation Forms” for each internship, as completed by the CLVT and OD/MD supervisors. 
2. If the CLVT practice supervisor is offsite, an “Off-Site Supervisor Contract” must also be completed, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice taking place (see Appendix C). 
3. Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards (this statement can be found on the second page of the LVT eligibility application). 

Eligibility for LVT certification:

· Pass the LVT written exam demonstrating knowledge of low vision principles and applications. 

· Approval by the ACVREP Board of Directors. 

CATEGORY 2 (GENERAL): 
Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination:

· Proof of a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university (or foreign equivalent, as verified through an independent credential evaluation company) in any field. In addition, the CLVT supervisor must verify that the applicant demonstrates basic competency in all core domain areas. 

Supporting documentation required: 
1. Official transcripts documenting the degree. 
2. The Core Domain Area Checklist verifying basic competency in all core domain areas must be completed by the CLVT supervisor and submitted with your eligibility application (see Appendix D). 
· Have completed 350 hours of “discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc.” The practice must be supervised by a CLVT and a physician (OD or MD) practicing in low vision. The CLVT supervisor may be offsite. 

Supporting documentation required: 
1. A “Clinical Competency Evaluation Form ”must be completed by the CLVT and OD/MD (see Appendix B). Please note: For applicants completing more than one internship, to meet the minimum hour or competency requirements, please submit “Clinical Competency Evaluation Forms” for each internship, as completed by the CLVT and OD/MD supervisors. 
2. If the CLVT practice supervisor is offsite, an “Off-Site Supervisor Contract” must also be completed, signed by the practice supervisor and applicant, and approved by the ACVREP office prior to the practice taking place (see Appendix C). 
3. Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards (this statement can be found on the second page of the LVT eligibility application). 

Eligibility for LVT certification:

· Pass the LVT written exam demonstrating knowledge of low vision principles and their applications. 

· Approval by the ACVREP Board of Directors. 

CATEGORY 3 (EXPEDITED TRACK) – CAN ONLY APPLY UNDER THIS CATEGORY THROUGH JUNE 30, 2009.
Eligibility to sit for the certifying examination:

· Proof of a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university (or foreign equivalent, as verified through an independent credential evaluation company) in any field. 

· Proof of being a practicing low vision therapist with a minimum of 2000 hours low vision experience for at least five (5) years prior to application. 

· Proof that the applicant demonstrates basic competency in all core domain areas. 

· Submission and approval of 10 case reports. 

Supporting documentation required: 
1. Official transcripts documenting the degree, 

2. The “Employer Verification of Hours” letter (see Appendix E), 

3. The Core Domain Area Checklist verifying basic competency in all core domain areas, which must be completed by the CLVT supervisor and submitted with your eligibility application (see Appendix D), and 
4. Ten (10) case reports (see Appendix F). 

· Have undergone sufficient observation by the CLVT and/or OD/MD to substitute for the 350 hour “discipline specific, supervised practice that includes, but is not limited to, direct service hours, and related phone calls, meetings, observations, report writing, etc.” 

Supporting documentation required: The “Clinical Competency Evaluation Form” (see Appendix B). This form must be completed by the CLVT and OD/MD. 
· Sign a written statement agreeing to uphold high ethical and professional standards (this statement can be found on the second page of the LVT eligibility application). 

Eligibility for LVT Certification:

· Pass the LVT written exam demonstrating knowledge of low vision principles and applications. 

· Approval by the ACVREP Board of Directors. 
Questions and Answers

1. If I have already submitted for CLVT eligibility under Category 3, will this decision impact my application?

Answer: 
 

No, the Board’s decision does not impact applications for eligibility under Category 3 submitted to ACVREP currently under review. 

2. If I want to apply for CLVT eligibility under Category 3, by what date must I submit my application?   
Answer: 
 

In order to be considered for CLVT eligibility under Category 3, CLVT candidates must submit the CLVT eligibility application to ACVREP headquarters by March 1, 2010.  Any application submitted for eligibility under Category 3 with a postmark after the March 1, 2010 deadline will not be reviewed and/or considered by the CLVT Certification Committee. 
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