The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals

ANNOUNCEMENT

ACVREP Response to New York State 

O&M and VRT Licensure Bill
April 27, 2011
Tucson, Arizona. The Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) announces the release of formal correspondence regarding: 
NY S.3880 (Griffo) - AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the licensing of licensed orientation and mobility specialists and licensed rehabilitation teachers


NY A.06179-B (Bing) - AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the licensing of licensed orientation and mobility specialists and licensed rehabilitation teachers

Introduction
As you may be aware, there has been an ongoing effort to establish licensure for Orientation and Mobility and Vision Rehabilitation Therapy professionals in the state of New York.  This effort has been led by various organizations, including the New York Vision Rehabilitation Association (NYVRA).  In addition, many of the individual leaders of this effort hold ACVREP professional certification.  The effort of these organizations and individuals has resulted in proposed legislation that provides for professional licensure in the professional disciplines of Orientation and Mobility (O&M) and Vision Rehabilitation Therapy (VRT).  Understanding the importance of licensure, ACVREP encourages all certified professionals and ACVREP organizational stakeholders to read the current draft of this legislation. If you are interested, you may read the bill in its entirety at:
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06179%09%09&Summary=Y&Text
ACVREP supports licensure for qualified and competent orientation and mobility specialists and vision rehabilitation therapists (also referred to as vision rehabilitation teachers) provided that any legislative mechanism utilized to establish such credential is fair, reasonable, and appropriate for both professionals and consumers of professional services. As a nationally and internationally recognized certification board, ACVREP fully understands the critical role licensure plays in strengthening the professional field, and, with certification, serves to fully recognize qualified and competent professionals and enhance consumer protection and information systems. 
However, given the language of the current legislation, ACVREP’s primary concern is that many of the requirements provided within the current draft of the legislation relative to the qualifications of licensed O&M and VRT professionals are not clearly defined. Lacking clarity, ACVREP recognizes the potential negative consequences resulting from the current language of this measure and does not support the current draft of the legislation. 
  

Rationale for ACVREP’s Position on this Matter 
In issuing its statement to not support the current draft of the NY legislation, ACVREP notes the following concerns:
1) The bill references an "approved curriculum" but does not define what this curriculum is or who approves it.

2) The bill references "certificate program" but does not explain what this is.  It could be interpreted as a certificate program of study or as a national certification such as one granted by ACVREP or The National Blindness Professional Certification Board (NBPCB).

3) The bill references an exam "based on an exam utilized by any nationally recognized accrediting or certification body such as ACVREP" but does not explain what "based" means.

Official ACVREP Correspondence Relative to this Matter

On Wednesday, April 27, 2011 ACVREP submitted official correspondence to members of the New York State Assembly Higher Education Committee and the New York State Senate Education Committee relative to its position on this matter. ACVREP encourages all certified professionals and organizational stakeholders to carefully read this correspondence. To read this correspondence, please click 
In addition, ACVREP and The National Blindness Professional Certification Board (NBPCB) have also issued a joint statement indicating that both organizations do not support the current draft of the legislation due to the concerns noted within this announcement and have submitted the statement to members of the New York State Assembly Higher Education Committee and the New York State Senate Education Committee. To read this correspondence, please click 
It is noted that ACVREP and the NBPCB have specific concerns that are different from one another relative to the current draft of this legislation. The NBPCB has issued its own statement relative to this matter, which can be located on their website at www.nbpcb.org.  

Please submit all comments regarding this matter directly to Garett A. Holm at gholm@acvrep.org.
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